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We sincerely welcome you to Hope’s Sunday School!  
Classes begin the Sunday after Labor Day (September 7, 2008) and continue until the Sunday before Memorial Day weekend (May 17, 2009).  Class time is 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. 
Purpose: 
Every child is a gift from God.  However, with this gift comes the responsibility for training the child in the way of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4).  You, the parents, have the primary responsibility for your child’s training.  The objective of the Sunday School at Hope is to assist you in meeting this responsibility.  All of us would agree that children are indeed precious, and nothing is more important then helping them learn the love of their Savior, Jesus Christ.
We view our Sunday School as one way in which the church assists families in nurturing their child’s faith in Christ through the study of God’s Word.  The Sunday School and the home must develop a partnership if the Sunday School is to help children grow in their faith. 

Hope’s Sunday School includes weekly Bible lessons, memory work, and singing songs of praise.  The Sunday School children share their faith by singing for our worship services and participating in the children’s Christmas Eve service.
Weekly Bible Lessons:

Each week your child will learn a different Bible story.  The teacher, having studied the lesson with the pastor, will teach the story in the class and will assign exercises either to be done in class or at home.  If your child is absent, please have them make up the lesson and exercises they have missed.
Bibles:

The Christian faith is based on the sure foundation of God’s Word.  Learning this Word and knowing what it tells us about our Savior is at the heart of our lessons.  To aid the children in their Bible Study, we ask them to bring their Bible each week beginning in the third grade.  Starting to use the Bible at an early age will help them learn to use the Bible regularly throughout their lives.  It is a tradition, here at Hope, for the congregation to present a Bible to each student when they enter the third grade.

Memory Work:

Memory work is important because it stores God’s Word in the heart where it is with us throughout our lives.  With this foundation, we are able to face life’s crises with the strength and comfort God’s Word offers.

The memory work assignments include verses from the Bible, portions of Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, prayers, and hymns.  The assignments are planned so that, by the time your child finishes the fifth grade, they have memorized most of the confirmation memory work.  It is important that parents help their children learn their memory work each week, including the weeks they are absent.  Please, take the time each week to review the lesson and learn the memory work with your child.

Singing during Worship Services:

The Sunday School children sing during worship services several times throughout the year.  This is an important part of the Sunday School program as it gives your child the opportunity to glorify their Savior by singing his praises.  Parents can assist by helping their children learn the songs, bringing them to the worship service, and encouraging them to sing their praises to Jesus.  
The Sunday School children also present the message of Christ’s birth during the Children’s Christmas Eve Service and Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  Practices are held on Saturdays to prepare for these special services.  
Please see the Sunday School calendar for dates and times of the practices and when the children sing during worship services.  On these occasions, please supervise your child until their Sunday School teacher arrives.

Offerings:

Offerings are collected from the children every Sunday.  Each fall, the Sunday School staff and students choose a mission to receive their offerings.  They are encouraged to give faithfully in order to learn to give regular gifts back to the Lord in response to His redeeming love.  We believe this promotes good Christian stewardship principles among our children that will be with them for a lifetime.  The offerings that are gathered are then sent to the chosen mission in May.

Enrollment: 
All members entering Pre-K through 8th Grade are enrolled in Sunday School.  Sunday School is also open to children from our community.  

Three-year-old children can start coming to Sunday School the September following their third birthday, if you think your child is ready.  We do ask that your child be potty trained before starting Sunday School.  
The grade level of a child in Sunday School usually corresponds to their grade level in elementary and middle school.  Exceptions would have to be arranged by consulting with the Sunday School coordinator and pastor.  It would be based on such factors as skipping or repeating grades in school or special needs of the child.

Absences:

Parents are encouraged to help their children make up their lessons and memory work when they are absent.  This helps the student understand the continuity of the lessons and the Bible truths that are being taught.

Discipline:

If a child becomes disruptive in the class, the Sunday School teacher will ask the child to leave the room.  The child will then be given the assignment by the teacher and/or coordinator.  The teacher will also report all disruptive behavior to the coordinator and the parents.
Church Attendance:

Sunday School is NOT church!  Therefore, children are encouraged to worship Jesus regularly and faithfully by attending our worship services on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. 

Adult Bible Class:

Children learn a great deal from the actions of adults.  While your child is attending Sunday School, you have the opportunity to attend our Adult Bible Class, which is held at the same time as Sunday School.  Attending Adult Bible Class demonstrates your personal commitment to the continued study of God’s Word and how important it is to grow in God’s Word, whether you are a child or an adult.  The topics are designed to assist both the beginner and expert Bible student in the study of God’s Word.  It offers resources that will enable you to grow in your understanding of God’s Word while strengthening your faith in Jesus.  Please join us!
Parents and the Sunday School:

Parents have the primary responsibility for the Christian training of their children.  Hope’s Sunday School was established to assist you in meeting that responsibility.   This is a team effort.  You, the parent, can help by:

· Bringing your child to Sunday School every week as well as to other Sunday School activities.  Please bring your child so he/she arrives on time.  Also, please remember to supervise your child until the teacher arrives.

· Helping your child learn their weekly lesson, memory work, hymn verses, or any other special lessons he/she may have
· Making sure your child makes up any lessons and memory work when he/she is absent
· Supporting the teachers by showing a genuine interest in your child’s progress
· Regularly attending worship services
· Regularly attending Adult Bible Class
· Above all, praying for the growth of your child in learning the truths of God’s Word.  It should be the prayer of every Christian parent that their child comes to know that Jesus lived, died, and rose again to atone for the sins of all people so they may have everlasting life with him in heaven.

If you have any questions about the Sunday School program, you are asked to speak, in a loving and Christian way, to your child’s teacher, the Sunday School coordinator, or the pastor.
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Jesus said “Let the little children come to me”


                                                                                                         Matthew 19:14 
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